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Why finding the balance is needed for academic institutions

 As a research and innovation powerhouse, 
China is a partner for the EU in tackling global 
challenges

 At the same time, China's position as an 
economic and systemic competitor to the EU 
calls for a rebalancing of research and 
innovation cooperation.

Gross domestic spending on 
R&D 2010 -2020 China – EU
in measured in USD constant prices using 2015 base 
year and Purchasing Power Parities (PPPs

March 2021:

https://data.oecd.org/rd/gross-domestic-spending-on-r-d.htm

https://data.oecd.org/rd/gross-domestic-spending-on-r-d.htm
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No: challenges for Dutch institutions

14e Five year plan, English translation on CSET website

 Geopolitics

 Knowledge security, dual use
Scientific integrity: academic freedom, (human) 
research ethics, data collection and privacy
Human rights

 Focussed China news, trend of Unfavorable Views of 
China (source: PEW research). Public debate may
scare researchers or make them uncertain.

 Inadequate China expertise: Country, system, 
policies and plans, laws

 Cultural and languages differences

https://cset.georgetown.edu/wp-content/uploads/t0284_14th_Five_Year_Plan_EN.pdf
https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2020/10/06/unfavorable-views-of-china-reach-historic-highs-in-many-countries/
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Yes: example transport technology

2017:
China's 600 km/h highspeedtrain:
Beijing - Shanghai in 2 hours

CHINA IS NOW FRONT 
RUNNER IN TRANSPORT 
TECHNOLOGY.

Not always are people in 
the West in an early stage 
informed on certain 
technological 
developments in China
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Balance: Partnering with China Tools

TU Delft developed China Tools, 
periodically will updated.

Approved by Executive Board 
Mar 2nd ‘21.

Launched at first internal China 
Symposium Apr 20th ‘21

Discussed at various levels.

Interview Delta China Tools with 
Rector Tim van der Hagen Jul 5 ‘21

Next internal Symposium Nov 9th 

In search for the balance.

https://www.delta.tudelft.nl/article/tu-rector-wat-wel-en-wat-niet-met-china-dat-weten-we-niet-altijd
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